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The Crystal Empire/TheHogg Mine 
LaGrange, GA 

Chris PainterRockdgr@yahoo.com     hoffmine.com 
 
Scheduled dig dates are the web site. No reservations required just show up at the meeting 
place prior to 9AM.  

 
What kinds of Gems are at the mine? 

Beryl, Star Rose Quartz, Black Tourmaline, and Aquamarine 
 
How long does the dig last? 

We leave the rally point at 9AM and drive over to the mine. The mine closes at 5PM. 
 
Where is the meeting Place 

McDonalds I-85 Exit 12 nest to the Pilot Truck Stop 
 

If I know where the mine is can I just go to the Mine? 
No. I need everyone to meet at McDonalds to fill our release forms and get a safety 
briefing before each dig. Your safety is the most important to me. I need to remind you 
of things to be aware of each time you visit the mine. When we dig things change week 
to week and there may be things you need to be aware of or areas you need to avoid. I 
appreciate your understanding this. 

 
If I am running a little late and don’t make it to the meeting place will I still be able to dig? 

Yes. I understand accidents happen. It might take me a few minutes to get back to you 
at the meeting place but, I will come back for you. 

 
Will I need to bring my own tools and what type? 

You will need to bring any hand tools you wish to dig with, such as pick, shovel, potato 
rake, rock hammer, sledge hammer, chisels, rock bars, 5 gallon buckets, gloves and 
safety glasses, (Limit one 5 gallon bucket of material per person and one yard rock per 
dig. 

 
 

mailto:Rockdgr@yahoo.com
http://hoggmine.com/images/IMAG0771.jpg
http://hoggmine.com/images/2011-02-05_10-18-30_820.jpg
http://hoggmine.com/images/075.JPG
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Dahlonega, GA 
Dahlonega-Lumpkin County Chamber & Visitors Bureau 706 864 3711 or 800 231 5543  

dahlonega.org 
Discover Gold 
From the dome of Atlanta’s Capitol to University of North Georgia's iconic Price Memorial Hall 
gold-covered steeple and the Smithsonian-worthy Chestatee River Diving Bell, Dahlonega’s gold 
legacy lives on. Located on top of the largest gold deposits found east of the Mississippi River, 
gold was first discovered completely by accident in the Dahlonega area in 1828, 20 years before 

the Gold Rush to California. Deer hunter, Benjamin Parks, 
tripped over a rock 2 ½ miles south of what is now 
Dahlonega and, upon inspecting the rock, he discovered that 
it was full of gold! Within one year’s time some 15,000 
miners rushed to Dahlonega to find some gold for 
themselves. At that time there was so much gold in and 
around Dahlonega that it laid on top of the ground. Gold had 
been washing off the mountainsides for centuries. 
 

Most of the gold that could be mined economically has been removed from the earth below 
Dahlonega, dug and carried out of many tunnels by miners since 1829. However, you can still 
experience a taste of America’s first gold rush in Dahlonega as you pan for your fortune in one 
of the area’s creeks and rivers and at the Consolidated or Crisson Gold Mines, or you could 
always cross your fingers and hope to trip over that stray nugget. Tour an old gold mine and 
visit the Dahlonega Gold Museum, Georgia’s oldest, which offers 
visitors an up close look at Georgia’s gold mining history, including 
a complete collection of gold coins minted right here in Dahlonega. 
 
Dahlonega Gold Museum  
The Dahlonega Courthouse Gold Museum offers visitors a look at 
the mining history of Georgia. A 23-minute film describes the 
mining techniques and lifestyles of the prospectors through 
interviews with members of long time mining families of the area. 
 
Consolidated Gold Mines  
The Consolidated Gold Mines and gold processing mill, built in the early 1900's, was the largest 
gold mining operation east of the Mississippi River. Most of the mill buildings are gone but the 
tunnels deep below in gold bearing rock still remain. Travel 200 feet underground and 100 
years back in time to explore those same tunnels with the Underground Adventure package, 
where you and your family will enjoy a 40 minute underground adventure of the mine with one 
of our friendly and knowledgeable staff members. As you descend the stairs, you will hear tales 
of miner’s struggles to uncover gold deep within large Quartz veins. Your tour guide welcomes 
interaction from the group as you experience life as a miner at the turn of the century. After 
your tour, you will receive gold  

http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/61-gold-museum
http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/77-consolidated-gold-mines
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Dahlonega (Continued) 
 
panning instructions from some of the best panners in the world, 
having won numerous awards in the field. Then you will get a 
chance to try if for yourself and hopefully you’ll strike it rich! 
 
Crisson Gold Mine  
 Crisson Gold Mine is an actual open pit gold mine that was 
established in 1847, and was worked commercially until the early 
1980s. At Crisson Gold Mine, there is a 125-year-old stamp mill that 
is still used to crush quartz rock which contains gold. This crushed rock is called ore. In addition 
to the stamp mill, the mine has rod mills and jaw crushers that are occasionally used. All of 
these antique gold mining machines along with the open pit mine can be seen when you visit 
the gold mine. 
 
Crisson Gold Mine sells ore by the 5-gallon bucket, so you can pan for the gold at the gold mine, 
or you can take the ore home with you. For our more serious gold miners, trommels are 
available for your use during your visit to Crisson Gold Mine. These machines are used to 
separate the gold from the sand at a much more efficient pace. Several buckets of ore can be 
finished in less than half the time it takes to pan them out. The use of the trommel is free when 
you purchase six (6) buckets of ore. This is a great mining experience. 
 
Crisson Gold Mine also has Gem Stone grubbing. You can find rubies, emeralds, sapphires, 
crystals, amethysts, garnets, and many more. This dirt is from Franklin, North Carolina which is 
famous for its rubies and sapphires. There have been some very good quality gems found at 
Crisson Gold Mine and some gems have even been made into jewelry. 
 
Chestatee River Diving Bell  
 As a must-see artifact from the Gold Rush days, the Chestatee River 
Diving Bell exhibit and plaza is located in downtown Dahlonega’s 
Hancock Park at Hawkins Street. One preservationist called it the 
“…first bell of its kind found within the archaeological record.” The 
Bell, which dates from the Civil War, was first used to scan the 
Mississippi River in New Orleans and used to help divers breathe 
underwater while scanning river bottoms. In 1875, Philologus Loud, 
an inventor and entrepreneur, brought the Bell to Georgia, where it 
stopped in Gainesville, Georgia before moving to Dahlonega by a Southern Express wagon. The 
following year, a ship carrying the Bell sank in the Chestatee River and the Bell stayed 
submerged until 1983, when it was discovered. The submarine-style, maritime artifact was 
restored around 2003 and is destination Dahlonega’s newest Gold attraction! 
 

http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/78-crisson-gold-mine
http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/586-chestatee-river-diving-bell
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Dahlonega (Continued) 
 
Gold Mine Shaft at The Smith House  
View “The Legend of the Smith House Mine!” In 1895 Captain 
Frank Hall, a Dahlonega businessman and entrepreneur began 
building a new home, storage area and office (for assaying 
gold, of course). According to legend, Hall struck gold - literally 
- as he was building the home. 
 
Over 100 years later, Captain Hall's home is now The Smith 
House Historic Inn & Restaurant. On February 12, 2006, while preparing a concrete floor, a 
worker unexpectedly punched a hole into a mine shaft. The Smith House shaft had a vertical fall 
of twenty feet ending at a spot where two horizontal mine shafts came off - one in the direction 
of the Gold Museum. Local historian Anne Amerson called it a "truly remarkable find." Today 
the mine shaft opening is the centrepiece of an exciting exhibit that digs deep into the history 
of Dahlonega at the Smith House. The Smith House is also a world-famous, family-style dining 
establishment serving seven decades of tradition. 
 
Madeleine K. Anthony Park  
 Madeleine K. Anthony Park, located at the corner of South Chestatee Street and Morrison 
Moore Parkway was named for local historic preservation champion Madeleine K. Anthony and 

includes a public pavilion with picnic tables, beautiful trees, and 
flowering bushes. The city gateway park showcases a life-sized 
reproduction Stamp Mill, a machine used during Dahlonega’s gold 
mining days to crush ore so the gold could be extracted. The fully 
operational stamp mill, complete with a splashing water wheel 
and accompanied by an interpretive plaque, is a favourite stop for 
visitors and locals. 

 
Gold Panning  
Though you may not strike it rich, in most cases the wealth is in the experience! While you can 
usually pan no more than a few cents worth of gold in an hour, there's always a chance of 
finding a stray nugget. Recreational panning for gold in most streambeds is allowed. Special 
permission, permits, or fees are not required when only a shovel and pan are used and no 
significant damage is done to the streambed. In-stream sluices and suction dredges are not 
allowed. Contact the Blue Ridge Ranger District office at (706) 745-6928 to determine whether 
the mineral rights of a stream are publicly or privately owned or if any restrictions have been 
placed on the stream 

    

 

http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/589-gold-mine-shaft-at-the-smith-house
http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/588-madeleine-k-anthony-park
http://dahlonega.org/see-do/discover-gold/705-gold-panning


THE VILLAGES GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY – Field Trip Information 

GEORGIA 
 

Elberton Granite Museum & Exhibit 
One Granite Plaza, Elberton, GA  

706-283-2551    egaonline.com/learn/elberton-granite-museum 
 
Museum & Exhibit 
The small town of Elberton, Georgia’s main claim is that it is the “Granite Capital of the World”. 
While that claim may be disputed by international granite producers, the town does have a 
quaint museum dedicated to the stone that made the town and 
one of the most bizarre stories ever raised. 
 
The Elberton Granite Museum features exciting exhibits, artifacts 
and educational displays. Three floors of self-guided exhibits allow 
visitors to see unique granite products as well as antique granite 
working tools used in the quarrying, sawing, polishing, cutting and 
sandblasting of granite cemetery memorials. 
 
Elberton residents once lynched a statue!  
 Many statues and tombstones are made out of the blue-gray marble from Elberton, GA. One of 
the most interesting artifacts found in the museum is the first statue crafted of Elberton 
Granite, the nefarious Confederate statue called “Dutchy. The statue was commissioned by 
town and county leaders to honor Confederate veterans. Created by Arthur Beter, an 
immigrant who, by legend, never saw a Confederate soldier. In 1898, the eight-foot sculpture 
was unveiled in Sutton Square. It did not please local Confederate veterans who “lynched” him 
in 1900. He was toppled and buried on Elberton’s Sutton Square.  
 
Dutchy” got the last laugh. The plant that quarried and carved that first statue turned into the 
present multi-million dollar industry that provides the most local jobs in the area. Records 
pointed to his location on the Square, and remembering his tale, the town had Dutchy 
exhumed in 1982. The red clay was removed by a run through a car wash, and the defamed 
monument found a home in the Elberton Granite Museum and Exhibit, where it is proudly 
displayed.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://in-georgia.com/?attachment_id=10946#main
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Gold’n Gem Grubbin 
75 Gold Nugget La, Cleveland, GA 
706 865 5454     goldngem.com 

 
Ya'll ever wanted to pan your own gold and gemstones, right where the old timers fought off 
the Cherokee Indians in the early 1800's? Come enjoy the fascinating history of our country's 
first major GOLD RUSH. 
 
Did you know that more gold was mined in North Georgia than was 
mined during the subsequent California Gold Rush of 1849? 
 
Here at Gold n Gem Grubbin you can pan for gold and screen for 
gemstones in our convenient sluices sitting comfortably under shade 
trees with a view of our 7 acre lake. Our trained staff will teach you 
the art of gold panning just like the old timers did it! 
 
We'll be close by to help you identify your gemstones and evaluate them for cutting. You will be 
pleasantly surprised as you hunt for your treasure by our "Gems of the World" concept. Your 
success is guaranteed! 
 
Pan for Gold 

We strip mine here on our 100 acre mine and concentrate the gold ore 
by removing a lot of the dirt so you get gold in every bucket! We have 
convenient sluices with comfy benches to sit on for your gold mining 
experience.  
 
Our trained staff will give you panning lessons if you have never panned 
before at no extra charge! 
 
Size and quantity of gold may vary. 
 

Grub for Gemstones! 
Rubies, Sapphires, Emeralds, Amethyst, Topaz and more! There are 
many types of gemstones found here at Gold 'n Gem Grubbin:  Rubies, 
Sapphires, Emeralds, Amethyst, Topaz and lots more!  
 
You can buy gem ore by the bucket and screen them in our convenient 
sluices. Our trained and helpful staff is always nearby to help you 
identify your "finds" and evaluate them. 
 
We do custom gem cutting and mounting.  Your cut gemstone can be set into  fine 14k Gold or 
Sterling Silver jewelry by our Master Jeweler.  At low mine direct  prices! 

photo is not representative of 

any particular Bucket content 
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Gold’n Gem Grubbin (Continued) 

 
Mining at the creek! 
Mine just like the 'ole timers did! We dig the ore right out of our commercial mining pit and put 
large dump truck loads right on the edge of the creek for you to mine.  
 
Screen and pan right in the creek for gold, gemstones and artifacts too! It's a real treasure 
Hunt! You never know what you might find. Many people have found sizable gold nuggets as 
well as beautiful gemstones including rubies, sapphires, emeralds and lots more! Artifacts are 
unearthed as well, including a gold pan from the mid 1800's when the 'ole timers did hydraulic 
mining here during this country's first Gold Rush! 
 
We loan you pans, screens, a bucket and a shovel! 
 
Bring a picnic lunch and a lawn chair for a perfectly relaxing day! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Gold n Gem Grubbin 
Gold 'n Gem Grubbin, North Georgia's only commercially operating Gold Mine was formerly a 
productive part of the Loud Mine. It is said that prior to the Civil War, the Loud Mine supplied 
two of the seven million dollars of minted gold bullion coins at the nearby Dahlonega Mint. At 
the time, the Dahlonega Mint was the only branch mint for the United States. 
 
After the Civil War, some gold mining resumed in Georgia but never gained the momentum it 
had previously.  
 
Today we use a form of mining called "Placer Mining". Placer mining is a form of gold mining 
associated with the streams and rivers where they run today and where they ran in the past. 
The ancient river beds in the gold belt areas usually yield the greatest amount of placer gold. 
Placer is gold that has been washed away by natural erosion from the main vein in the hills. The 
flatland at this mine, which is locally called "the bottoms" is a placer gold deposit. That is, over 
many thousands of years, the river traversed across these bottoms to where the tree line is 
today. The road you drive in on was once the stream and underneath the road lies the ancient 
river bed. 
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Gold’n Gem Grubbin (Continued) 

 
Our placer gold also comes from gold that has broken away from small sub-cropping auferious 
veins that traverse these bottoms. They are called stringer veins and this is where the larger 
nuggets usually come from. Gold cannot travel very far and it travels in a straight line. One 
major study stated that gold would travel no further than 1500 feet from it's source. That is 
why 95% of our gold is the size of sand. Over thousands of years of movement, even so ever 
slight, the gold particles are naturally reduced in size by the earth's constant wear and tear. 
 
The Dahlonega Gold Belt was the largest producer of gold in the country up to 1849. When the 
rich gold discoveries in California caused a rush to the west, it resulted in the abandonment of 
the Georgia diggings. 
 
The process we use here today is placer mining but the scars of the hydraulic mining used by 
the early miners are present in the form of ruts in our hills. 
 
Placer mining is basically strip mining. we strip away the overburden, the dirt on top, and thus 
expose the gravel layer about 4 to 6 feet down. We then dig up the ancient riverbed which is 
from 2 to 15 feet in depth, right down to bedrock. Bedrock is the granite rock that prevents us 
from digging further and where the majority of the heavy gold lies. We do take a foot or so of 
the bedrock which is decomposing so that any gold trapped in the little crevices can be 
extracted as well. We then haul this "head ore" to our mining plant and run it through the mill 
for washing, sizing and gold extraction. 
 
We opened our mine to the public in 1984 so you too could try your hand at finding that yellow 
treasure - GOLD - and a variety of colored gemstones! 
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Graves Mountain 

Lincolnton, GA 
Contact: Clarence Norman Jr. (Junior) – 706 359 1544 (business) or 706 401 3173 (Cellular) 

gamineral.org/ft/commercial/ftgravesmain.html 
 
Collecting Rutile, Kyanite, Lazulite, Iridescent 
Hematite, Pyrophyllite, Pyrite, Ilmenite, 
Fuchsite, Barite, Sulfur, variscite, 
woodhouseite, crandallite, strengite, 
phosphosiderite, cacoxenite, blue quartz, 
quartz crystals, etc. 
 
The caretaker in charge of Graves Mountain, 
Clarence Norman Jr., has announced plans to hold  
a three day dig and rock swap on the Mountain during April and October. He will have the 

mountain open to collecting from 8 am to 6 pm each day. All 
participants must stop at the welcome table in the 
Hospitality tent to sign a liability release and make a small 
contribution to defray the cost of opening the mountain and 
providing port-o-lets. There will be several golf cart type, 
four wheeled vehicles available to transport those 
participants who have trouble walking long distances. The 
dig will cease and everyone is expected to be off the 
mountain by around 6 pm each day. Participants will be 

allowed to park in a designated area on the mountain.  
 
Rock Swap and Hot Food/Drinks: 
Junior will set aside an area in the upper parking 
lot for tables to be setup for daily rock swaps. 
Anyone who would like to setup a table(s), please 
contact Junior. Hot food cooked on the grill, cold 
drinks and chips will be available for purchase on 
the mountain during all three days of these 
events.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

View from the Main Pit 
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Tellus Science Museum 
100 Tellus Dr. (I-75 Exit 293), Cartersville, GA 

(770) 606-5700     tellusmuseum.org 
 

Permanent Galleries 

 
The Weinman Mineral Gallery 
Discover how the Earth was formed billions of years ago and walk among hundreds of beautiful 
gems and minerals in the Weinman Mineral Gallery. 
 
Featured exhibits include more than 50 cases with a variety of gems, 
gold, and some of Georgia’s most prized minerals. 
 

Highlights 

• See the world in a different light in our fluorescent mineral 
room 

• Guess how many pennies can be made from a seven-foot high 
copper boulder. 

• Learn how minerals are cut and made into gems. 

• Explore the earth’s crust and learn about plate tectonics with our interactive exhibits 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/the-weinman-mineral-gallery/
http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/the-weinman-mineral-gallery/
http://tellusmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/mineral_gallery_panorama.jpg
http://tellusmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Tellus-Cases-02.jpg
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Tellus Science Museum (Continued) 

 
Fossil Gallery 
Stare into the mouth of a Tyrannosaurus rex, catch a glimpse of a saber-tooth cat and discover 
how life on Earth began in the Tellus Fossil Gallery. This walk through history will take visitors 
past millions of years of dinosaurs, reptiles and giant mammals 
that dominated the land, sea and air before becoming extinct. 
  
 Features 

• “Confrontation on Land” – A fierce battle between 
southeastern dinosaurs 

• Tyrannosaurus rex 

• 9-foot wide jaw of a Megaladon – a shark found in the 
oceans that was larger than a school bus 

• Georgia underwater exhibit featuring giant fish and reptiles native to our state 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bentley Planetarium 
Take a seat, lean back and prepare for an incredible ride in the Bentley Planetarium at Tellus on 
our state-of-the-art projector. The digital projector will take you through our solar system to 
the edge of the galaxy and beyond.  
 
Adults and children of all ages will enjoy this unique experience. Bentley Planetarium shows are 
subject to availability. Shows and show times are subject to change. 
 

http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/fossil-gallery/
http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/fossil-gallery/
http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/fossil-gallery/
http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/planetarium/
http://tellusmuseum.org/galleries-more/planetarium/

