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Bachelor-Syracuse Mine 
95 Gold Mountain Trl, Ouray, CO 

970 325 0220      bachelorsyracusemine.com 
 
Visit the Bachelor of Syracuse mine in beautiful Ouray, Colorado! Explore 
the rich history of Colorado's mining heritage while touring deep into Gold 
Hill. 
 
Tour 1500 feet into Gold Hill! 
After gearing up, your guide will reveal the mine's history and explain how 
the miners worked. Become enriched with terms, techniques, geology and 
tales as your guide unearths the mine's rich heritage.  
 
 

 
 
Gold Panning 
 
Let our gold panning instructors teach you how the old-
timers struck it rich! The stream flows directly from the 
Bachelor-Syracuse mine. Any gold you find is yours to keep! 
 
 

 
Blacksmith Shop 
The blacksmith was an integral part of every mine operation. 
Visit our blacksmith and watch him shape the tools that the 
miners would have used. 
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Colorado School of Mines – Geology Museum  
1310 Maple St, Golden, CO 

303 273 3815    mines.edu/Geology_Museum 
 

The Colorado School of Mines Geology 

Museum, home to one of the state's two Goodwill 

moon rocks collected during the Apollo 17 

mission, was started in 1874 and displays mineral, 

fossil, gemstone, meteorite and historic mining 

artifact exhibits on two floors. 

The museum serves as the state repository for 

Colorado's mineral heritage and promotes its 

importance and understanding to the university 

community and the public. It aims to inspire scientific curiosity through education and research 

while encouraging appreciation of the earth and responsibility for its mineral, fossil, meteorite 

and historic mining treasures. 

The main floor exhibits feature specimens from many Colorado mining districts, other global 

localities and an introductory video on area geology. The Special Exhibit Room hosts prominent 

precious metal and invited displays. The main gallery also showcases historic mining murals by 

Irwin Hoffman. 

The basement contains numerous exhibits regarding radioactivity, fossils, basic geology, 

gemstones, meteorites, ultraviolet minerals and underground mining illumination. The outdoor 

geologic trail features seven outcrops with various geologic and paleontological points of 

interest, including fossilized dinosaur tracks, logs and leaves. 

The Mines Geology Museum Gift Shop is on the lower level of the building. The shop features 

surplus mineral specimens, lapidary materials and equipment, fossils, books, fluorescent 

minerals, starter kits and related materials. Specimens range from “starter” pieces for less than 

$1, to fine specimens for the advanced collector. 

Identification of specimens is performed between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mines.edu/Gov.-Ritter-Mines-unveil-new-home-for-moon-rock
http://www.mines.edu/Gov.-Ritter-Mines-unveil-new-home-for-moon-rock
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Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining Company (CC&V)  
100 North 3rd St, Victor, CO 

719 689 2341     www.ccvgoldmining.com 
 
The Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mine, formerly and historically the 
Cresson Mine, is an active gold mine located near the town of 
Victor, in the Cripple Creek mining district in the US state of 
Colorado. It is the largest current producer of gold in Colorado, and 
produced 211,000 troy ounces of gold in 2014. The mine is an open 
pit operation. The gold is recovered from the ore by heap leaching. 
CC&V's heap leach pad is one of the biggest in the world.  
The mine has a visitor center with displays about modern mining 
procedures, historical photos, ore and core samples, and mineral 
uses. Visitors can tour the mine with advance reservation through 
the Victor Lowell Thomas Museum in Victor, Colorado. 
 

American Eagles Overlook 

 

One of the most impressive views of the Cripple Creek Mining District is from the American 

Eagles Scenic Overlook. The site is leased to Teller County by CC&V and provides views of the 

CC&V surface mining operations.  

 

The site provides views of the CC&V surface mining operations, the huge trucks moving tons of 

materials. The Sangre de Cristo, Collegiate Mountains and numerous peaks appear close 

enough to touch. 

 

A sign at the overlook shows the peaks and their 

elevations. We invite you to come for a visit and 

enjoy the panoramic view. 

 

The American Eagles is one of the few mining 

sites in the District that still includes the original 

Headframe and Hoist, as well as buildings 

associated with the mining operation. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor,_Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cripple_Creek,_Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-pit_mining
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-pit_mining
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heap_leaching
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Victor_Lowell_Thomas_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor,_Colorado
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The Denver Museum of Nature and Science 
2001 Colorado Blvd., Denver, CO 

303 370 6000     dmns.org 
 

Exhibitions 
Gems & Minerals 
Got your hard hat? In Coors Mineral Hall, follow the mine shaft 
into a Mexican silver mine, where a cavern glistens with milky 
white gypsum crystals and stalactites. Then enter Colorado's own 
Sweet Home Mine to discover a six-foot wall of blood-red 
rhodochrosite crystals. 
Colorado was founded on mining, and in the historical mining 
section you'll see more local finds, like Tom's Baby, an eight-pound nugget of crystallized gold 
unearthed in Breckenridge in 1887. 
 
You'll also uncover Brazilian topaz, California watermelon tourmaline, Australian opals, intense 
blue azurite, green malachite, four-inch zeolite needle sprays from India, and hundreds of other 
dazzling specimens from around the world. Hands-on activities and videos help young explorers 
learn about mineral characteristics and how minerals form. 
 
Konovalenko: Gem Carvings of Russian Folk Life 
See the only collection of the remarkable Vasily Konovalenko gem sculptures on public display 
outside of Moscow. 
 
Vasily Konovalenko (koh-noh-vuh-len-koh) was born in 1929 in 
Petrivka, Ukraine (just north of the Black Sea). After earning a 
degree in art and architecture, he became a stage designer for 
the Donetsk Opera and Ballet Theatre. He worked on 
productions of Swan Lake, Romeo and Juliet, and other classic 
operas and ballets.  In 1957, while working at the Mariinka Theatre in St. Petersburg, 
Konovalenko produced sets for the ballet Stone Flower, in which the protagonist is a 
stonecutter. Konovalenko's gem carvings for the ballet earned rave reviews, and he became 
smitten with the art form. 
 
Konovalenko continued to make gem sculptures throughout the 1960s and 1970s. Around 
1974, American wholesale diamond dealer Jack Ortman saw the sculptures on display and 
offered Konovalenko a house in the United States, machinery, and minerals with which to work. 
In pursuit of freedom, Konovalenko and his family quickly emigrated. In the early 1980s, 
Museum trustee Alvin Cohen purchased 20 of the Konovalenko sculptures and made them 
available to the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, where they have been on display ever 
since. It is the only collection of the remarkable Konovalenko sculptures on public display 
outside of Moscow. 
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Georgetown Loop Railroad 
888 456 6777     georgetownlooprr.com 

 
Devil's Gate Depot    Silver Plume 
646 Loop Dr, Georgetown CO   825 Railroad Ave, Silver Plume CO 

 
 
The Loop: Then and Now 
The Georgetown Loop Railroad® was one of Colorado’s first visitor attractions. Completed in 
1884, this spectacular stretch of three-foot narrow gauge railroad was considered an 
engineering marvel for its time. Today, the Loop is once again a popular tourist attraction and 
an exceptional way to see the Clear Creek Valley. 
 
Three miles of marvelous adventure. 
The Loop takes you between Georgetown and Silver Plume, over 2 miles apart. The tracks scale 
an elevation of 640 feet over mountainous terrain, requiring trestles, cuts, fills, loops, and 
curves totaling 3.1 miles of narrow gauge track. 
 
An engineering feat for its time. 
The once-thriving mining towns of Georgetown and Silver Plume lie two miles apart in a steep, 
narrow mountain canyon. To connect the two, the railroad’s builders designed a “corkscrew” 
route that traveled twice the distance, slowly gaining more than 600 feet in elevation. The 
route included horseshoe curves, grades of up to 4%, and four bridges across Clear Creek, 
including the massive Devil’s Gate High Bridge. 
 
A Tunnel to Another Time: Mine Tours 
The Lebanon Silver Mine tour 
Enhance your train ride with an optional walking tour of 
the Lebanon Silver Mine, located at the halfway point on 
the railroad. The tour takes you 500 feet into a mine 
tunnel bored in the 1870s. Your guide will point out rich 
veins of silver and tell you about early-day mining. The 
temperature inside the mine is a constant 44 degrees 
Fahrenheit, so bring a jacket or buy one in our well-
stocked gift stores. The tour also includes visits to the 
manager’s office, and the miners’ change room. 
 
The mine tour adds another 1 hour and 15 minutes to your train trip. The mine tour is not 
recommended for anyone who is mobility impaired in any way, or those who might have a 
problem at 9,000 feet in elevation. Wheelchairs are not permitted. Mine tours are not available 
on the last train departure of the day. 
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Georgetown Loop Railroad (Continued) 

 
The Lebanon Extension Mine Tour 
The New Lebanon Extension mine tour goes into the newly re-
opened southwest Lebanon access tunnel. This tour takes you over 

900 feet into Leavenworth Mountain. This 
tunnel follows a section of the Hise ore body 
that extends from the silver mines of Silver 
Plume to the Silver Queen mine in Georgetown. You will see naturally 
occurring “silver pearls”, calcified hobnail boot prints, calcite dams, 
stalactites that are over 100 years old. 

 
  
THE EVERETT SILVER MINE TOUR and gold panning 
The Everett Mine has recently reopened!  It gives visitors a sense of a mine when it was brand 
new and in operation in the late 1880s.  The lighting is set to a level similar to the candle lights 
the miners would have been using.  The interior mine exhibits cover:  The transition from hand 
drilling to mechanical drilling, the differences between black powder and dynamite blasting, ore 
removal, timbering and tunnel construction.  Guests also pan for gold, and can take home 
everything they find!   
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MOLLIE KATHLEEN GOLD MINE 
9388 HWY 67, Cripple Creek, CO 

719 689 2466     goldminetours.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Visitors witness the operation of numerous generations of air powered mining equipment 

• Tuggers 

• Slushers 

• Stoper drills 

• Drifter drills 

• Jack leg drills 

• 1890s steam hoist 

• Rocker shovel mucking machine 
Don’t worry. If you do not understand these mining terms, your guide will explain them 
throughout your tour. 
 
Experience the life of a “Hard Rock Miner” as you join in with a ride on a “Mine Foreman’s” 
mine-rail-bike. Try double jacking, hand mucking or push a one ton ore cart. 
 
Ride aboard the last of many air powered” Tram-Air-Locomotives” manufactured in The Cripple 
Creek Camp. Travel the same century old mine rail used for transporting countless tons of gold 
ore to the main shaft. Along the way are remains of several gold veins exposed by early day 
miners of the Mollie Kathleen Mine. 
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National Mining Hall of Fame 
120 West Ninth St. Leadville, CO 

719 486 1229     mininghalloffame.org 
 

The National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum’s mission is to “tell the 
story about mining, its people, and its importance to the American 
public.” 
  
National Mining Museum 
Through three levels of exhibits, you will be immersed in the story of 
mining. Wander through replicas of caves and mines to learn about coal, 
gold, and other extraordinary gems and minerals found by geologists and 
miners around the world. Click on a room below to get a glimpse of the wonders that await you 
at the National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum. 
  
Visit the fourth level terrace for an awe-inspiring view of the Rockies from the highest point in 
Leadville. The Mining Hall of Fame is located on the fifth floor of the building where you can 
read about the industrious men and women who changed the mining world. 
 
First Level: 
Be awed by the specimens on this floor, including meteorites and 
Herkimer diamonds. 
Copper Room 
Prospector’s Cave 
Fluorescent Rocks 
Expanding Boundaries: Harrison Schmitt and the New Mining Frontier 
  
Second Level 
Learn about molybdenum and its various and surprising uses! 
Frost Minerals 
Sculpture Gallery 
Boart Longyear 125th Anniversary Drilling Exhibit 
Lighting the Mines 
Molybdenum Car 
The World of Molybdenum: The Making of a Modern Metal 
 
Third Level 
Coal, gold, and marble, oh my! Walk through two recreated 
mines and learn about these three important resources. 
 Coal and Dinosaur Room 
 Coal Mine 
Colorado Yule Marble Quarry 
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National Mining Hall of Fame (Continued) 

 
Riches from the Ground 
Mining Your Public Lands…Yesterday and Today 
Magic Room of Industrial Minerals 
Scale Room 
De Re Metallica and German Mining 
Railroads and Mining: Building the West 
Hard Rock Mine 
Hank Gentsch Diorama Room 
Gold Rush Room 
Leadville Room 
 
  

The National Mining Hall of Fame  

The National Mining Hall of Fame is a memorial for men and women who achieved lasting 
greatness in the mining and natural resource environment. As of October 2015, 232 men and 
women have been inducted.  

 The National Mining Hall of Fame is chartered by 
Congress. Its purpose is best expressed by R. A. "Red" 
Fenwick, a Denver newspaperman who was an early 
supporter of establishing the Hall of Fame. The following 
dedication by Fenwick is found at the entrance to the 
Hall of Fame: 

"To ignite a torch from the blazing chapters of mining 
and prospecting history, with which to illuminate the 
lives and heroic deeds of men and women who pioneered the development of this vastly rich 
empire, and thus to encourage and inspire future generations of young Americans.  It is to the 
proper honor and perpetuation of the memories of these pioneers of mining industry today, that 
the national Mining Hall of Fame and Museum is dedicated."  

 
The Matchless Mine  

The mine site has both self-guided and guided tours. It is located 1.25 miles up East 7th St. 

Purchased in 1879 by Silver King H.A.W. Tabor, the Matchless Mine was one of the richest silver 
mines of the era, with production rates surpassing the Comstock Lode of Nevada.  With the 
extraordinary wealth they accumulated, Tabor and his mistress-turned-wife, Elizabeth "Baby 
Doe" Tabor, lived in high style.   

They were married in Washington DC in 1883 during Tabor's term as United States senator.  Their 
wedding invitations, fashioned from solid silver, and Elizabeth's elaborate wedding dress,  
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National Mining Hall of Fame (Continued) 

 

flaunted their fabulous wealth.  The couple enjoyed a 
few brief years of extravagance, staying in suites in the 
finest hotels in the nation and returning occasionally 
to their mansion in Denver.   

Tragically, the Tabor's high-flying life style was not to 
last.  With the depletion of high-grade silver, coupled 
with extravagant spending, the Tabor fortune 
vanished.  Tabor died in 1899 leaving his family nearly 
penniless. 

For nearly thirty six years following Tabor's death 
Elizabeth struggled to profit from the Matchless 
Mine.  She was able to lease the property for various iron, zinc, manganese, and silver ore mining 
operations, though it never produced what it had during Leadville's great silver boom days.  In 
her later years, Elizabeth became somewhat of a recluse, preferring to spend her time in a small 
cabin on the Matchless property.   During her long vigil, she was occasionally seen on the streets 
of Leadville, her feet wrapped in burlap sacks to keep out the cold.  Sadly, her body was 
discovered frozen in the cabin in March of 1935, Elizabeth was 81 years old.   
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Steelworks Museum of Industry and Culture 
Bessemer Historical Society 

215 Canal St, Pueblo, CO 
719 564 9086     steelworkscenter.org 

 
MUSEUM 
The Steelworks Museum is housed in the 
former CF&I Medical Dispensary, built in 1901. 
The museum features exhibits related to all 
facets of CF&I and related industries’ impacts 
on the American West. CF&I was a strong force 
in the development of the history of Pueblo 
and Southern Colorado. At one time CF&I was 

the largest private landowner and the largest employer in Colorado and with ownership of 
mines and mining towns operated throughout the West, the company developed the economy 
and life in Pueblo as well as surrounding towns in Southern Colorado. By coming to the 
Steelworks Museum, you will learn how CF&I played a part in the history and development of 
Colorado through the histories of: 

• Western industrialization 

• Coal and iron mining 

• Steel production 

• The Denver & Rio Grande and Colorado and Wyoming railroads 

• Labor issues 

• Western immigration 
 
PERMANENT EXHIBITS 
The Story of Steel traces CF&I and the Bessemer neighborhood through their pivotal years of 
dramatic transition between 1915 and 1936. 
 
CF&I Through Time has more than 300 photos and 250 3-dimensional 
artifacts that trace CF&I’s history from the early days of the company to its 
final days in 1993. 
 
The Source of Steel features photos and text about CF&I’s vast mining 
operations, which included 62 mines and quarry sites in six western states. 
Also highlighted are various mineral specimens on long term loan to the 
museum from the collection of Colorado State University- Pueblo. 
 
Dispensary and X-ray Room was utilized as a medical clinic from 1902 until the mid 1990s. 
Medical staff treated minor injuries and illness of both employees and their families. The 
exhibit depicts the room as it looked in 1945 
 

http://steelworkscenter.com/index.php/museum-2/
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Additional Places of Interest 
 
Phoenix Gold Mine 

800 Trail Creek Rd, Idaho Springs, CO 
303 567 0422 
Phoenixgoldmine.com 
historicphoenixgoldmine.com 
phoenixmine.com 

 
Pikes Peak COG Railway  

515 Ruxton Ave, Manitou Springs CO 
719 685 1815 
CogRaoilway.com 

 
Royal Gorge Route Railroad 

Canon City CO 
888 724 5748 
Royalgorgeroute.com 

 
 
 
 
 


